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To sense real-
ism Come-
nhis added
the endow-
ment of
piety.

Education
should be in
harmony
with one's
nature, and
should be
universal.

Physical edu-
cation and
sense training
should be
part of the
course.

All subjects
should be
correlated.

The Influence of Comenius upon Education
Such was the work of Comenius, who may in the fullest
sense be considered a great educational reformer jmd^
the real progenitor of modern education. His position
grew out of sense realism, but to the encyclopaedic con-
tent and the natural method of Bacon, Ratich, and
others, which he rendered more elaborate, consistent,
and rational, he added his natural endowment of innate
piety and a sense of the 'brotherhood of man.' Come-
nius made it evident that education should be a natural,
not an artificial and traditional, process in harmony
with man's very constitution and destiny, and that a
well-rounded training for complete living should be every-
where afforded to all, without regard to sex, social posi-
tion, or wealth, because of their very humanity. He
outlined a regular system of schools and described their
grading, and was the first to suggest a training for very
young children. He held that bodily vigor and physi-
cal education were essential, and made sense training
an important part of the course. He further broadened
and enriched the entire curriculum by subordinating
Latin to the vernacular, and insisting upon geography,
history, the elements of all arts and sciences, and such
other studies as would fit one for the activities of life.
He correlated and coordinated all subjects, and com-
bined even the training in Latin with a knowledge of